Answer Key

Exercise 1: Guided composition

See Exercise 11 for sample student notes and a sample composition.

Noticing Language


1.
The sentence tells us that someone is doing something: kids are suing. We don’t have to know anything more.


2.
The sentence tells us that something has increased—diabetes. We don’t have to know anything more although the sentence also tells us the reason—more children are obese.


3.
This sentence is not complete. We want to know something more. What is happening even though there is a McDonald’s on every corner? The main part of the sentence is missing.


4.
We know the topic of the sentence—the fast-food industry—and we know something about it—it is vulnerable. We don’t need to know anything more.

Exercise 2: Identifying verbs and verb phrases

1.
started


2.
was


3.
worked


4.
were


5.
got


6.
have crossed


7.
should know


8.
are


9.
needs


10.
will see



(Action verbs such as “start” usually have progressive forms—“he is starting.” “Being” verbs such as “is” and “seem” do not. We can’t say, “Chicken salad is seeming like a low-calorie alternative.”)
Exercise 3: Identifying compound verbs and verb phrases

1.
own . . . and put


2.
call . . . and fear


3.
are finding . . . and are spending


4.
have used . . . but . . . are using


5.
are concerned . . . and are threatening


6.
want . . . and are considering
Exercise 4: Identifying subjects of sentences

1.
People


2.
I


3.
mom


4.
restaurants


5.
I


6.
kids


7.
we


8.
charts 



(In “there is” and “there are” constructions, the subject follows the verb.)


9.
industry


10.
we

Exercise 5: Identifying compound subjects

1.
hamburger . . . bag . . . seemed


2.
meals . . . appetites are


3.
advertising . . . prices induce


4.
males . . . people . . . accounted for 



(“Accounted for” is a two-word verb, so “for” is considered part of the verb. A single word like “comprise” could replace the two words.)


5.
executives . . . . experts decided


6.
food . . . prices increased

Exercise 6: Identifying verbs, subjects, and prepositional phrases

1.
Children are introduced early (in life) (to brand-name food) (in toy stores) and (at school).


2.
Soft drink companies have “pouring rights” (in hundreds) (of schools) (throughout the country).


3.
(In their defense), companies say that they are not pouring their products (down children’s throats).


4.
More than 30 bills (before state legislatures) (around the country) will ban certain snacks and beverages (from school vending machines).


5.
Television, (of course), remains the most powerful medium (for selling) (to children).


6.
The characters (in children’s TV shows) provide entertainment and promote products (at the same time).


7.
The programs have become advertising (for the food), and the food has become advertising (for the programs).

Exercise 7: More practice identifying subjects and verbs


1.
Kids are suing McDonald’s for making them fat. 


2.
People should take personal responsibility for their weight, but fast-food restaurants are often the only available option for an affordable meal. 


3.
Because more children are obese, type 2 diabetes has increased in children by 25 percent. 


4.
It is hard to find someplace to buy a grapefruit although McDonald’s is on every corner. 



(“To find” and “to buy” are infinitives, not prepositional phrases.)


5.
We also lack information about what we are consuming. 


6.
Some fast-food restaurants provide calorie information, but even that information can be hard to understand. 


7.
The fast-food industry is vulnerable. 


8.
It is marketing products that are hazardous, yet no labels warn customers of the danger. 


9.
If we do not take action, we are going to see more sick, obese kids and more angry parents.

Exercise 8: Identifying complete and incomplete ideas


1.
Main


2.
Subordinate


3.
Subordinate


4.
Subordinate


5.
Main


6.
Main


7.
Main


8.
Subordinate


9.
Subordinate


10.
Subordinate


11.
Main


12.
Main

Exercise 9: Identifying main and subordinate clauses


1.
[Because McDonald’s wants to be everywhere], [it has plastered its golden arches on Barbie dolls and video games].



(This is a complex sentence made up of one subordinate clause and one main clause. “Because” is a subordinating word.)


2.
[McDonald’s calls this brand extension], but [nutritionists call it a blitzkrieg].



(This is a compound sentence. It is two main clauses joined by “but.” “But” is a coordinating word.)


3.
[While companies view product tie-ins as harmless], [lawyers are threatening lawsuits].


4.
[The problem of obesity is so staggering] [that we have to do something].


5.
[The vast majority is junk], and [you seldom see fruits and vegetables marketed].


6.
[Most big food companies deny the accusations] [although they have made some promises to offer healthier food]. 


7.
[They say [that their commercials do not encourage overeating]].


8.
[Companies take aim at children so energetically] [because it is so profitable].


9. 
Some schools have contracts to sell fast food], and [others have special fast-food days].

Exercise 10: Editing sentences for missing subjects, verbs, and connecting words

Parents ^ the best teachers for their children. They are in the best position to be role models because they spend so much time with them. Everyone should recognize this simple fact, but many parents do not understand their responsibility and neglect to teach their children healthy eating habits. Instead parents take the easy way out, so the media and fast food restaurants get to teach their children what and how much to eat. Children imitate what their parents do. If children realize that their parents are constantly taking them to fast food restaurants, they will believe that eating fast food is a normal thing. When they become old enough to buy their own food, they will think first of going to fast food restaurants because their parents took them there. This doesn’t mean that parents should never take their children to fast food restaurants for a treat, but parents should explain that, although it tastes good, the food is very unhealthy. If parents don’t explain this to their children, who else will do it?
Exercise 11: Editing your guided composition

(Possible student notes) 

•
People are suing McD

•
People take personal responsibility
•
FFR are only options
•
More obese children & increase 25% type 2 diabetes
•
Hard to buy grapefruits; McD at every corner
•
Some FF provide calories but hard to understand
•
Marketing not label form
•
Take no action we’ll see
(Possible composition)

Kids are suing McDonalds for making them fat. Perhaps people should take personal responsibility for what they eat. Why would people eat healthy when fast food restraunts are the only options where there are available affordable meals. Now there are just more and more obese children with type 2 diabetes and overly increased 25%. Fast food is bad, but it also provides calory labels, but it may still be hard to understand. Unfortunately, if we don’t take action now we will see more obese kids and more angry parents.
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